
 

Subtraction ï Year One 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 NB Ensure that 

children are 

confident with 

the methods 

outlined in the 

previous yearôs 

guidance before 

moving on. 

 

 

 

 

Year Objectives 

¶ Given a number, identify one less 

¶ Read, write and interpret mathematical statements involving subtraction (-) and the 

equals (=) sign 

¶ Subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers within 20, including zero 

¶ Solve missing number problems e.g. 20 -          = 15 

¶ Apply these skills through investigations and a variety of contexts 

SEND: It is not always necessary for SEND children to cover every strategy. Teachers to use judgment 

to decide which methods SEND children need to be exposed to. This should be annotated in 

planning. 

5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƛŀǘƛƻƴκ tǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴΥ ¸ŜŀǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ 

may not always correlate with their current year group. 

 



 

 

 

Children will continue to practice counting back from a given number. 

Initially use a number track to count back for subtraction. 

 

                                                                                                                                                               

9 ï 5 = 4 

óPut your finger on number nine. Count back five.ô 

Then progress to a marked number line: 

 

12 ï 6 = 6 

 

óPut your finger on number twelve and count back six.ô 

 

14 ï 5 = 9 

 

 

óPut your finger on number 14 and count back five.ô 

NB Ensure children are confident with using a marked number line before moving on to an 

empty number line (see year two guidance). Try missing numbers before moving on. 

Continue to practice counting back for subtraction with numbers within 20. 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of one skill but shown in varying ways. 

 



Counting on to find a small difference: 

Introduce complementary addition to find differences (only use for small differences).        

The use of models is extremely important here to understand the idea of ñdifferenceò.  

Count up from the smallest number to the largest to find the difference using resources, 

e.g. cubes, beads, number tracks/lines: 

 

11 ï 9 = 2 

 

 

 

The difference between nine and eleven is two. 

NB If, at any time, children are making significant errors, return to the previous stage in 

calculation. 

 

Mental Calculation Year One 

 

 

 



Subtraction ï Year Two 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NB Ensure that children are confident with the methods outlined in the previous yearôs 

guidance before moving on. 

 

Counting back using an empty number line within 100, in onesé 

 

34 ï 6 = 28 

 

 

 

Models and images 

Variation- Maths No 

Problem Textbook 1A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Objectives 

¶ Subtract numbers using concrete objects, pictorial representations, and mentally, 

including: 

¶ A two-digit number and ones 

¶ A two-digit number and tens 

¶ Two two-digit numbers  

¶ Use inverse to check calculations 

Apply these skills through regular/daily investigations in a variety of contexts 

SEND: It is not always necessary for SEND children to cover every strategy. Teachers to use judgment 

to decide which methods SEND children need to be exposed to. This should be annotated in 

planning. 

5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƛŀǘƛƻƴκ tǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴΥ ¸ŜŀǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ 

may not always correlate with their current year group. 

 



... and in tens: 

58 ï 30 = 28 

    

 

 

Use in conjunction with a 100 square to show jumps of tens. 

 

Subtraction, using partitioning, on an empty number line: 

 

76 ï 45 = 31 

 

 

 

Use in conjunction with a 100 square to show jumps of tens and ones. 

 

If children are confident, use more efficient jumps: 

 

76 ï 45 = 31 

 

76 ï 40 ï 5 = 31 

Use in conjunction with a 100 square to show jumps of tens and ones. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Counting on to find a small difference 

Introduce complementary addition to find differences (only use for small differences).        

The use of models is extremely important here to understand the idea of ñdifferenceò       

(see year one guidance). 

 

Count up from the smallest number to the largest to find the difference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of variation 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mental Calculations Year Two 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Objectives 

 

¶ Solve missing number box problems 
¶ Apply skills through regular/ daily investigations in a variety of contexts 

SEND: It is not always necessary for SEND children to cover every strategy. Teachers to use judgment 

to decide which methods SEND children need to be exposed to. This should be annotated in 

planning. 

5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƛŀǘƛƻƴκ tǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴΥ ¸ŜŀǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ 

may not always correlate with their current year group. 

 



 

 

Use the addition symbol and the word ñandò to support variation for those children who have 

clear understanding. 

 

  



NB A number line would be one appropriate method for this calculation but use two-

digit numbers to illustrate the formal written method initially. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenge HA through partitioning in various ways, draw 

attention to patterns and links with number bonds. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Investigation ideas 

Solving missing boxes 

This is my answer what was my questions 

True or false statements 



Mental calculations Year Three 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



¶ Apply skills with daily/ regular investigations in a variety of contexts 

 

 

 

 

Continue to teach the use of empty number lines in a variety of ways with three and 
four digit numbers as appropriate. 

 

Models and images:See p72,73 maths no problem textbook A 

Year Objectives 

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶ Apply skills with daily/ regular investigations in a variety of contexts 

¶  

¶ SEND: It is not always necessary for SEND children to cover every strategy. Teachers to use 

judgment to decide which methods SEND children need to be exposed to. This should be 

annotated in planning. 

¶ Differentiation/ Provision: YeŀǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

ability, this may not always correlate with their current year group. 

 


